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Abstract
• Background: this project examines the strategies that Rio de Janeiro’s favelas
(informal settlements) located in nature reserves use to resist eviction. I have found
that state-backed environmentalist projects in the city are ostensibly about
conservation but are in truth concerned with re-territorializing spaces (Fernandes
2005), like favelas, that have fallen outside of government control. For favelas in
nature reserves, the primary goal of governmental forces is to take back control of
public land through eviction.
• Objective: This project seeks to explain how community activists within the housing
rights movement have responded by shifting their strategies to align themselves
with the environmental movement.
• Primary strategy: favelas rebranding themselves as “ecological favelas” (Moraes
2013, 2014) by implementing re-forestation projects, clean energy projects, and
eco-tourism.

Discussion
• Benefits of using environmentalism as political strategy to avoid eviction:
1. Improves the environmental and economic conditions of communities
2. Subverts the elite narrative of favelas as antagonistic to the environment
3. Lessens favela stigma
4. Creates opportunities for NGOs to finance environmental projects in
favelas
• Potential downsides:
1. Relying on finance from NGOs could impede on the autonomy and selfsufficiency of favela communities.
2. Gentrification
• Future considerations:
• Can the ecological favela model truly help favelas avoid eviction?
• What is the extent to which other favelas can replicate the model?
• Can potential social costs like gentrification can be mitigated or avoided?
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Methods
• Twelve months of participant-observation, interviews and "deeply hang[ing] out"
(Geertz 1998) in Rio de Janeiro.
• In the movement, there is a network of key actors, therefore necessitating multisited research (Marcus 1995).
• Participated in the community assemblies of three favelas on public land; attended
rallies, meetings in City Hall and the Legislative Assembly of Rio de Janeiro and
other governmental entities; as well as attended meetings in the Pastoral de
Favelas (a social justice branch of the Catholic Church) and relevant events held by
local nonprofits and universities.
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• Conducted loosely structured interviews to avoid the pitfalls of leading questions.
• Also conducted many interviews in groups to make residents more comfortable and
for the chance to discuss topics that might only arise when speaking with other
community members.
• Used thematic analysis to analyze interview data (Braun and Clark 2006).
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